.84
Johnson an usher.
[A.D.
of her old friend, whose doors were always open to the unfortu and who welt observed the precept of the Gospel, for he " was ki the unthankful and to the evil1." '
In the forlorn state of his circumstances, he accepted c offer to be employed as usher in the school of Market-Bosw in Leicestershire, to which it appears, from one of his fragments of a diary, that he went on foot, on the i6th of —' J^dii 16. Bosvortiam pcdcs petti*? But it is not true, a been erroneously related, that he was assistant to the fa Anthony Blackwall, whose merit has been honoured bi testimony of Bishop Hurd3, who. was his scholar; for •Blackwall died on the 8th of April, 173O4, more than a 'before Johnson left the University3.
This employment was very irksome to him in every re and he complained grievously of it in his letters to his J Mr. Hector, who was now settled as a surgeon at Birminj The letters are lost; but Mr. Hector recollects his writing the poet had described the dull sameness of his cxisten 'these words, " Vitam coutinct nna dies" (one day contair whole of my life); that it was unvaried as the note c cuckow; and that he did not know whether it was disagreeable for him to teach, or the boys to learn, the gra rules.' His general aversion to this painful druclgerj greatly enhanced by a disagreement between him an Wolstan Dixey, the patron of the school, in whose house, ] been told, he officiated as a kind of domestick chaplain, : at least, as to say grace at table, but was treated with he represented as intolerable harshness6; and, after sui
•' I
' Luke vi. 35.
° If this was in 1732 it was on the morrow of the (.lay on which he received his share of his father's property, ante, p. 80. A letter published in Notes and Queries, 6th S. x. 421, shews tli.it for a short time lie was tutor to the son of Mr. Wliitby of Heywood.
3 Bishop Hurd does not praise Blackwall, but the. Rev. Mr. Bud-worth, headmaster of the grammar school at Brewood, who had himself
been bred under Blackwall LONE. Mr. Nichols i relates Dec. 1784) that Johnson app the post of assistant to Mr. 15ui
* See Gent. Mag. Dec. 1784 BOSWELL.
5 See ante, p. 78.
" The patron's manners wet of the neighbourhood. Hutto ing of this town in 1770, says, inhabitants set their dogs merely because I was a si Surrounded with impassable do this way in English, Sir,' said I :—
